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Our job to keep
environment
free of pollution

Collective effort means not waiting for
authorities to issue reminders, warnings

Anillegal rubbish dump at Jalan Serindit, Taman Scientex, Pasir Gudang with discarded

household items. — REMAR NORDIN/The Star

REMAR NORDIN 0-.

netrose@thestar.commy (s

Southern reflections

ISSUES like pollution only gain attention
once something oceurs.

ake for example Sungal Tebrau, the river
that became famous after Jobor Ruler Sutan
Ibrahim Ibni Almarhur Sulta
conducted a personal visit in March 2017

Expressing regret over the u-re:pr,numa
dumping of rubbish into the river, the ruler
had ched pollutants a5 one of thg main
es of flash floods in the are:

His Majesty had g s nmr d that the stat
government and loc rities come
o e Sponsidle

But until today, the river remains poliuted

Later, I interviewed state Environment

Mohd Farn
toughest
o department had ever faced.

He said DOE would no longer comprumlse
on the matter; all offences would
withegal acton o an imimediate mmpound

the

vironmental Quality Act 1%
Headded hat e hardest port i combat.
ing pollution wascatching the
handed.

re

“We have tried every approach in spread-
ing awareness on the importance of sOppIng.
pnlluuun but it falls on deaf ears.

ere will be no more warnings. It is
high time peope are held respansibe for
their actions.

“Usually when conducting enforcement,
there should be 4 carrot-and-stick approach,
but from our observation the stick spproach
s needed.” h

Mohd }‘amey added that nother Kind of
pollton hat bad becare a worrying Trend:

.11 rubbish dumps.

“This appears tobe true pased on ciseria:
tion around my housing area in Taman
Scientex, Pasir Gudang, where there are
more than 10 such dumpsites within a 1km
radius from my house.

Three of them are located less than 50m
away and are filled with discarded house-

hold items such as pillows, TVs, doors and
renovation waste.

Each time it is cleared by waste collectors,
the mound of usbish il grow again.

d Famey said, it would be hard
T T e
know who they are although they live
around you.

“That is why, if we are able to catch these
«

harshest
but we cannot do this without the publi
help,” Mobd Famey added.
ng ‘mayor Datuk Asman Shah

Abd concurred, saying it was
everyone's dur\' 10 preserve our environ-
ment and keep it clean.

e for example the rivers in Pasir
Gudang we find a kinds o waste, including

industrial waste, in the river b e
‘public treat waterways like their pcrsnml
rubbish bin.

“Yes, the council can do the clean-up work,
butis it worth it f it is clean for one hour
and get polluted again over the next 2:
hours?

“We, ourselves, sometimes find rubbish in
our car and throw it out the window with

e e:peaannn xjn (zomecne else will pick it
up. But that often a lone individ-
ual, while those mrnwmg rubbish are

any,” he pointed

‘AStar Shah also said that the public
played a crucial role in keeping the environ-
ment clean, more so since they were
ones who would be most affected in the
event of pollution,

Meamhle Johor Suid Waste Manage
ment and Public Cleansing Corpo
(SWCorp) director Cairul Hsharm Jlaluddin
said they were expecting an 8% increase in
Waste colection quring famadan, pardy due
10 the return of bazaars this year.

He said the company had collected 58,133
tonnes of waste during Ramadan last year,
and a total of 901,221 tonnes of waste
ol ascyser

ar, SWCorp collected 221,633
tonnes nfmge from January to March” he

find a way to keep our- Snviconment clean
without the need for got

ings from the authorities,” Cairul Hisham
concluded.
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