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NEW STRAITS TIMES

‘CARRIED BY WINDS"

MALODOUR STRICKENS 260 PEOPLE

Schoolchildren,
members of the
public suffered
breathing problems,
nausea and vomiting

JOHOR BARU

TOTAL of 260 people

suffering from short-

ness of breath, nausea

and vomiting, were
treated at the Taman Paslr Putih
Community Hall in Pasir Gudang
here yesterday.

State Health, Environment and
Agriculture Committee chairman
Dr Sahruddin Jamal said the vic-
tims were schoolchildren from
SK Tanjung Puteri Resort and
SMK Tanjung Puteri Resort,
Pasir Gudang, and members of
the public.

Sahruddin, who spent about 15
minutes visiting the victims at
the hall, however, declined to
comment on the incident.

Earlier, SK Tanjung Puteri Re-
sort and SMK Tanjung Puteri Re-
sort schoolchildren experienced
breathlessness, nausea and vom-
iting when they were at the
schools’ compounds.

The symptoms were similar to
those suffered by the schoolchil-
dren of SK Taman Pasir Putih and
SMK Pasir Putih that have since
been closed until further notice
after they were reopened briefly
on Mond:

Sahruddinwas accompanied by
Johor Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment director Datuk Yahaya
Madis, Johor Deputy Police Chief
Datuk Mohd Kamarudin Md Din
and Johor Health director Dr Se-
lahuddeen Abd Aziz.

However they refused to issue
any statement.

Meanwhile, SK Tanjung Puteri

Dr Lee Boon Chye

—

SMK Tanjung Puteri Resort students being treated at the Taman

Pasir Putih Community Hall in Pasir Gudang yesterday. (Inset) A
SK Tanjung Puteri Resort pupil receiving first aid after she suffered

breathing difficulties. BERNAMA PIX

Resort headmaster Mohd A:
Abdul Kadir attributed the in
dent to winds which carried with
itan odour.

He said it was a clear, fresh
morning and lessons were in
progress until 9.45am when some
of the pupils complained of hav-
ing breathing difficulties, nausea
and vomiting.

“I believe the malodour spread
to the school, causing the pupils
to fallill”

He added that though unwell,
none of the school’s 857 pupils
fainted.

Asri instructed them to gather
at theassembly area.

Schoolchildren who suffered
from the symptoms were takento

the Taman Pasir Putih Commu-
nity Hall where health officials
were called in to examine them
and provide treatment from
10am to 11.30am.

He said that after the incident,
Department of Environment of-
ficials came to the school to
checkonits air quality. There was
no pollution and at the same time
confirmed that the incident could
be as result of sudden wind con-

ons.

“Firefighters and rescue per-
sonnel ordered the closure of the
school.

“They instructed the school’s
staffand puplls toreturn home at
1115am,” he said.

Meanwhile, SMK Tanjung Pu

eri Resort student Alya Mahirah
Ahmad Syirajudin, 15, who sought
treatment at the community hall
said she smelt an unpleasant
odour about 9am.

The smell had caused her and
her friends to have breathing dif-
ficulties.

terday after the authorities or-
dered the school closed.

He was taken in an ambulance
to the community hall where he
was treated. Bernama

Minister praises ambulance driver for saving 30 kids

KUALA LUMPUR: The ambulance
driver, whorisked his own life

ing some 30 students nauseated
by an asphyxiant gas near two
schools in Pasir Gudang on
March 7, has been praised by
Deputy Heakh nister Dr Lee

n Chy
Dr Lee \vished Mohd Fariz An-

uar a speedy recovery after the
latter was hospitali

Dr Lee said his ministry was
monitoring the victims affected
by the gas to ensure their quick
recovery.

On March 7, 21 schoolchildren
were hospitalised after inhaling
methane, which was dumped into

ariver near their school:

The victims included 12 from
SMK Pasir Putih and nine from
SK Pasir Putih.

A canteen operator, a teacher
and Fariz were warded.

Six were in intensive care, in-
cluding Fariz.

The situation worsened on

Sunday as the asphyxiant
gas forced dozens more
people to seek treatment at hos-
pitals.
The number of victims suffer-
from breathing difficulties
and vomiting from exposure to
the chemical pollution has risen
10260.
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Keeping Aedes at bay

Over 100 volunteers take part in Seri Alam clean-up

By VENESA DEVI
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PASIR GUDANG: In the hope of
preventing the spread of dengue in
the township, a gotong-royong ses-
sion was organised by developer
‘UM Land for Seri Alam.

More than 100 people comprising
employees of UM Land, Regency
Specialist Hospital and SWM
Environment Sdn Bhd as well as
residents and members of non-gov-
ernmental organisation
Communication for Behavioural
Impact (Combi) took part in the
activity.

UM Land Seri Alam township
division senior general manager
Frankie Tan Kiat How said they

started conducting gotong-royong
sessions at its housing areas within
Seri Alam in February last year.

“With the spike in dengue cases
since earlier this year, we have
increased the frequency of these
activities.

“We.would give notice to the resi-
dents a few days prior to the activi-
ty and those who are free would
join us in keeping public areas of
this place clean,” he said when met
during the gotong-royong session
here at Jalan Bayu.

He added that several dengue
cases have been reported here in
Jalan Bayu.

UM Land Group township direc-
tor Wong Kuen Kong said the activi-
ty was conducted to support efforts

from other agencies including the
health department in keeping the
disease at bay.

“The idea to organise another
clean-up was mooted not only to cre-
ate awareness but also as part of our
outreach effort to the community.

“This comes from a realisation
that the responsibility of eradicat-
ing Aedes mosquitoes is not merely
the government’s responsibility
alone,” he said.

Meanwhile, one of the residents
involved in the activity, private
tutor K. Meera, 60, hoped such
activity would inspire residents to
be more proactive in keeping the
housing area clean. -

“Unfortunately, some residents
leave the responsibility of cleaning

Events 5

."4 '.

Tan (fourth from right) with other volunteers cleaning up and spraying
insecticide into a drain at Jalan Bayu to stop the Aedes mosquito from

breeding there.

public areas to the authorities and
are only concerned about the clean-
liness of their homes.

“I hope that the participation of
the developer themselves in keep-

ing this place clean would send a
message to the public that stopping
the spread of dengue is a shared
responsibility among all parties,”
she said.
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All for the sake of schoolchildren

Fariz puts his life on the line for 30 kids Kﬂ';j

Reports by MOHD FARHAAN SHAH,
NELSON BENJAMIN

and REMAR NORDIN
newsdesk@thestarcom.my

JOHOR BARU: Ambulance driver Mohd

Fariz Anuar put his life on the line when he

went to the aid of about 30 schoolchildren
fected by toxic gas from Sungai Kim Kir.

The 44-year-old ended up in Sultan Ismail
Hospital's intensive care unit last Thursday,
where he lay unconscious for two days, with
his wife, Hanisah Alias, 45, waiting patiently
by his side.

‘When he woke up on Saturday, it was the
students that were on his mind.

“The first few words that came out from
him were to ask if those children were safe.
He also asked about our children.

“T told him that he did a wonderful job res-
cuing all those children and asked him to
rest” s.:id ‘Hanisah, when met by reporters
yeste

She ks gratefl thather husband's candition

has improved, although he still depends on a
breathing apparatus.

Hanisah said Fariz, who has been an ambu-
Tance driver for the past 10 years, had always
been dedicated to his work and took pride in
helping thnse L

ed him on the day of the inci-
dent,he lold me he needed to go to the school
as the children there were sick-

“T told him to take care of himself.

“My husband assured me that everything
would be all right and told me he would call
me in the afternoon.

“But he never did,” she recalled, adding
that she was informed by the hospital that
Fariz was in a coma.

She added that the doctors had put Fariz
under observation but she was hopeful that
he would be discharged soon.

It was reported that chemical waste
dumped in Sungai Kim Kim on Ma

rch 7
Caiised vy o including students, to ROYal Visit: Permaisuri Johor Raja Zarith Sofiah binti Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah (centre)
in

seek medical treatment due to the toXic
fumes.

Fariz, who is in the intensive care unit, at Sultan Ismail Hospital in Johor Baru. Looking
o his wie Hanisah (ight

lllegal dumping

turns into

a big disaster

PASIR GUDANG: What started as a
convenient dumping of chemic
beneath a bridge in Kota Masai has
turned into a disaster with almost
500 people, mainly children, treated
for respiratory ailment

The chemicals, believed to con-
tain heavy metal used to dissolve
metal ata scrapyard and a chemical
factory in Kulai, were discharged
. Sungai Kim Kim about a week

Si.nce then, there have been three
waves of air pollution as the chemi-
cals got washed downstream
towards the Straits of Johor.

It is learnt that there are at least
seven schools located along the
river.

‘The latest incident occurred yes-
terday where 260 people, including
students from the two Tan]ung
Puteri Resort schools, were rus}
® hespl(al with breathing dxlﬁcuL

Three people were arrested on
Sunday and Monday in connection
with the case.

Fishermen in the area are claim-
ing that the t}ud\ sludge in the
‘water is causing their boat engines
to fail and they have 0 row Lhel!

The number of

pupils suffering from
dizziness, nausea and
vomiting increased
gradually. They were
rushed to the Taman
Pasir Putih Community
Hall for treatment.

_—

boats out to sea.

Meanwhile, state Health,
Environment and _Agriculture
Committee chairman Dr Sahruddin
Jamal said that the matter was get-
ting from bad to worse.

It is learnt that the National
Disaster Management Agency has
taken over the handhng of the situ-
ation at Sungai Kim

SK Tanjung Puteri Resort head~
master Mohd Asri Abdul Kadir saic
strong winds blew the hmmous

Chemical dumping
location under a
bridgein Kota Masai

gas into the school, causing many
students to suffer breathing difficul-
ties.

“Inthe 10am incident, fo\u‘ school-
children were rushed (6 00T
reaument room_afer Showing
Symptoms of. ” he said.
| isaidss? Snoolchiliren were

e number of pupils suffering
from dizziness, nausea and vomit-
ing increased gradually. They were
rushed to the Taman Pasir Putih

commu:uty Hall for treatment,” he

e added tha the Department of
Environment came to check the air
quality and found that it was fine.
The department confirmed that
the incident occurred due to strong
winds. :

“Firefighters and rescue person-
nel ordered the closure of the school
d the staff and stu-

dents to go home at 11.15am.” he

Protect state’s water sources, Johor urged

JOHOR BARU: The chemical poll-
tion in the Kim Kim a wake-

Tl fo fhe anthexities o s
efforts to protect the state’s water
sources against. irresponsible and

Senior fe]lo\\ at the Centre for
Environmental Sustainability and
Water Security of _Universiti
Teknolog Malaysia, Prof Dr Zulkifl

f, said that luckily Kim Kim was
numma)urmer

“If they had disposed of such
toxic chemicals upstream, _the
chance of it ending up in our water

source would have been high.

“A lot of people could have been

affected,” he said, urging the govern-
ment to come down hard on the
culprits.

Prof Zulkifli said that in this case,
the chemicals would eventually

be \\nshcd downstream and into

Hn\ve\'er alot of marine life and
bio diversity will be destroyed along
the way and it will take momm for
the river to recover,” he
2 added! lhal lhe author-
ities would need to ascertain if those
who dumped the toxic waste into the
river were merely ignorant or had
other intentions.
Itis learnt that among the possible
pnmnams in the Tiver was benzene.
g o Chemra]sa{m-tscs

org hemne is
feedstock or raw malmal ma.le
other industrial chemicals, \ud\ as
emylhenzene cumene and cyclohex-
Etertue mao ol 4 solvent

in the chemical and pharmaceutical
industries.

Excessive exposure to benzene can
cause drowsiness,

unconsciousness while long-term
exposurecan affcthe bone marrow

I
Iskandarwanted stern action on those
responsible for the chemical pollution
in Sg Kim Kim in Pasir Gudang

Sultan Ibrahim was enraged over
the incident, which had caused hun-
dreds of people, including students,
o be hospitalised.
His Majesty wants the authorities
© conduct a full-scale investigation

1o bring the culprits to book imm¢
diately.

‘Atthesametime, healso expressed
his appreciation and gratitude to all
‘medical personnel attending to the
victims.

“These are innocent schoolchil-
dren, teachers and health work
“Don’t those responsible feel any
remorse at the thought that children
in the ICU are fighting for their lives?
“These are my rakyat and
not et this matter go unanswered. I
e all government agencies to
apprehend and punish the calprits
immediately” said His Majesty Vi
s offcal Facebook page
Sultan Ihrahim also advised the
public. speciicaly residents in the
affected area, to be extra viglant
and seek immediate treatment if
they feel unwell
“Schools also should not be
opened until the situation is com-
pltely sae for students and teact
e residents to stay
e possible” added
His Maj

13 Pasir
Gudang
schools to
be closed
indefinitely

JOROR BARIE A el of 13 schools
area affected by the
Chemical ‘pollution in Pasir Gudang
will be closed indefinitely begin-
ning today, says state executive
councillor Dr Sahruddin Jamal.
The schools are SK Taman Pasir
Putih, SMK Taman Pasir Putih, S
Pasir Putih, SK Tanjung Puteri Resort,
SMK Tanjung Puteri Resort, SK Kota
i2

(o be closed are
Masai
Masai, sk Perigi Acheh, Qel\alah
a Kampung Pasir
Sekolah Agama Taman Pasir Putih,

Education Minister Dr Maszlee
Malik said more than 300 people
wwere receiving medical treatment at
two major government hospitals
here due to the chemical pollution.

The Simpang Renggam MP said
266 victims were being treated at
the Sultan Ismail Hospital (HSD
while 42 were at the Sul(anah
Aminah Hospital (HSA) since
pollution was reported on Mdrd\

“Ilamsad and angry. The irrespon-
sible action by some people caused
these victims, including schoolchil-
dren and teachers, 10 suffer.

“I'want to make sure those crim-
inals involved in the dumping of
toxic chemicals into the river will
face the law. The ministry will
extend our fullest cooperation to
the authorities,” he said when met
after visiting the victims warded at
HSI here yesterday.

Meanwhile, Johor MCA is calling
on the authorities handling the
chemical spill to have better com-
munication among themselves.

Youth chief Ling Tian Soon said
this comes after SMK Pasir Putih and
SK Pasir Putih were given the nod by
the authorities o reopen on Monday.

“The incident happened last
Thursday and the authorities decid-
ed to reopen the schools, claiming it
is safe for the students.

“But the students were still affect-
ed by the toxic fumes despite the
Clearance given by the authorities,”
he said when met after visiting
some of the victims warded at HSL

Ling urged the authorities to
close the schools near the river as a
temporary measure.
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© Pihak berkuasa
diminta beri
penerangan

lebih kerap, jelas
Oleh Mohamed Farid Noh

farid_noh@bh.com.my
k& Pasir Gudang

irakira 50,000 penduduk
berhampiran " kawasan
pembuangan sisa kimia di

dalam kebnnbangan
sih menghidu bau gas dlpemayal
metana walaupun sudah enam

Bencana 'be'sar”'k’epadé |

’Im;auanBHrhkawzsanmas

masa
]:iarumah berikutan bimbang ter-

Penduduk ditemui juga me
hzrkan keblmbangan terhadap

ngandung sembl]an bu!an. berkata
keadaan pencemaran udara amat
teruk pada Khamis dan Jumaat
lalu.

Katanya, semua ahli keluarganya
terjaga daripada tidur awal pagi
Khamis lalu apabila terhidu bau
ﬁm—akan petrol yang amat

it

BERITA HARIAN

KES PEMBUANGAN SISA KIMIA BERBAHAYA SECARA HARAM

Penduduk b

langsir ~ katanya
keuka ditemui BH di sini, sema-

Kementerian Pendidikan

[FOTO IDROS RAHMAT/BH]
s

Kim Kim sehingga menye-
babkan empat sekolah di-
tutup disifatkan sebagai
bencana besar buat Ke-

I ‘warga

‘pendidik sehingga me-
ngakibatkan ratusan murid
pelajar menanggung
selain terpaksa

kesannya,
dirawat di hospital.

Katanya, Kementerian Pnsukﬂn RELA membantu pelajar selepas mzngalamr
Pendidikan akan memberi. tandq sesak nafas dipercayai terhidu gas kimia dari

Sungai Kim Kim di Sekolah Kebangsaan Tanjung Puteri

Reson. Pasir Gudang, semalam.

leh diterima.
“Sudah

guru dibawa ke HSI untuk
mendapatkan rawatan, ma-

nakala 42 lagi ke Hospital

lagxdlmnlu]au(ndaklm
)" tambahnya.

'dmnup buat sementara waktu su-

sulan beberapa muridnya menga-
lami sesak nafas, dipercayai mem-
punyai kaitan dengan pencemaran
gas metana.

Kelmarin, 1,400 pelajar dan mu-
rid di Seko]ah Menengah Kebang-
saan (SMK) Pasir Puth dan SK

i, diarah:

nengah Kebangsaan (SMK) Tan-
jung Puteri Resort dan Sekolah
Rendah (SK) Tanjung Puteri Resort,
yang dipercayai terhidu gas me-
tana dnzwat oleh pasukan peru-
batan di Dewan Komunit
Pasir Putih di sini.

Sementara itu, seorang sun Tu-

i mem-
buat keputusan termasuk menge-

~ISU

mbang masih hidu bau gas

nyangka pencemaran ti
serius, tetapi apabila dua sekolah
yang baru dibuka diarah dxmtup
semula dengan ramai di-
hantar ke hospital, kami menjadi
amat bimbang.

“Apa sebenarnya status tahap
udara yang dihidu kami di sini
kerana rumah kami teretak ber-
'hampiran sekolah itu. Adakah uda-
radisini selamat atau adakah kami
perlu berpindah sementara dari
kawasan ini demi kesihatan ke-
Tuarga?

"Penduduk sebenarnya
kebingungan dan ti

s
fas, batuk dan mata merah.
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PENCEMARAN SUNGAI KIM KiM

Sultan Johor murka

Johor Bahru: Sultan Johor, Sultan

di Pasir Gudang sehingga mem-
beri kesan buruk kepada murid

siasatan
ruh terhadap insiden itu dan pada
masa sama melahirkan -
gun terhadap pasukan perubatan

Jumus memberi-
kan rawatan prada mangsa di
Hospital Sultan Ismail

“Disebabkan perbuatan pihak ti-
da.k bertanggungjawab, ratusan
h rang termasuk murid serta pe-

yjar sekolah terpaksa dikejarkan
ke hospital bagi mendapatkan ra-
watan susulan, malah, ada yang
bertarung nyawa dalam ICU (Unit
Rawatan Rapi)!
Gesa tangkap, hukum pelaku
“Ini adalah rakyat saya dan saya
tidak akan membenarkan perkara
ini melarat. Saya menggesa semua
pihak berkuasa Kerajaan untuk se-
gera menangkap dan menghukum
pelakunya.

“Saya berasa amat sedih apabila
‘melihat ramai yang merana akibat

perikemanusiaan. Bukan sahaja
kanakkanak tetapi juga orang de-
wasa yang hanya melakukan tugas

seperti pemandu ambulans dan
pekex]a lmmn sekolah,” titah
Sultan Ibrahim semalam.

Sultan  Ibrahim luml menasi-
hatkan_orang ramai, khususnya
penduduk sekitar Lawasa:m keja-

“Sekolahjuga tidak harus dibuka

selagi keadaan tidak selamat un-
tuk pelq;a: dan guru. Kurangkan
Juga seberapa banwk pergerakan
di fuar mah Sultan Ib

9 Sultan Ibrahim Sultan Iskandar

INSIDEN PENCEMARAN BAHAN KIMIA:
SULTAN IBRAHIM MAHU PIHAK BERKUASA
AMBIL TINDAKAN TEGAS

DYMM Sultan Johor Sultan Ibrahim fbni

* Almarhum Sultan Iskandar murka dan kesal
terhadap mereka yang didapati terlibat dalam
kes pembuangan bahan kimia ke dalam Sungai
Kim Kim di Pasir Gudang sehingga mermberi
kesan buruk kepada murid, pelajar sekolsh
serta orang..

murka terhadap
pihak yang terbabit
kes pembuangan
bahan kimia

di Sungai Kim Kim,
Pasir Gudang.

475 mangsa terhidu gas metana

© Sekolah
terletak
berhampiran
sungai ditutup
sementara

Oleh ifwan Tun Tuah,

secara haram di Sungai
o ]

sort, SMK Tanjung Puteri Resort, SK

Kota Masai 2, SMK Kota Masai 2, SK

jegeri bersetuju supaya
bat:m Pendld;kan negeri, dan Ja-
batan Pendidikan Agama Negeri

“Bagaimanapun
bahben'm:]a;amsdspegapabﬂa

empat murid me engadu pening
mual sebelum muntah,” ka-

tanya ketika ditemui di sekolah itu

di sini, semalam.

Behau berkata, semua murid,

ta, pegawai Jabatan

Alam Seh(ar (JAS) membuat pe-
Kualiti udara, namun
‘mendapati berada pada tahap nor-
mal dan tidak menolak kemung-
kinan gas metana dibawa angin

{FOTO BERNAMAI

%+ Pelajar SMK
.| Tanjung Puteri

Pengurusan Bencana Negara
(NADMA), memberitahu pihaknya
sudah dirmakiumkan oleh Jabatan
Alam Sekitar (JAS) dan Jabatan
pencemaran Pengairan_d (IPS) ba-
merebak ke seluruh kawasan Pasir

Pengerusi Kestha-
tan, Alam Sekitar dan Pertanian
Johor, Dr Sahruddin Jamal, me-

negaskan dakwaan viral seorang
pelajar sekolah meninggal dunia
akibat pexxx:nmn s metana
dan hospital my luarkan ara-
hanbemapsedxa(md alert) juga
tidak benar.

“Salah dan tidak betul” jawab-
nya ringkas ketika ditanya menge-

“JAS dan JPS memberitahu kua-
litiudara masih terkawal dan tidak
perlu_‘evacuate’ (melakukan pe-
‘mindahan penduduk).

“Esok Datuk Azizan (Pes
Bahagian Pelaksanaan Operasi
NADMA, Datuk Azizan Abu Taat)

media.

Gidang (MPPG); katanya.
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Isu pencemaran toksik di Sungai Kim Kim

Sultan Johor murka

Oleh NURUL HUDA HASSAN

= JOHOR BAHRU 12 MAC

ULTAN Johor murka dan
kesal terhadap mereka yang
dldapan terh at dalam kes
bahan toksik ke
dalam Sun i Kim Kim di Pasir
Gudang sehingga memberi ke-
san buruk kepada pelajar se-
kolah serta orang awam.
Sehubungan itu, Sultan Ibra-
him Sultan Iskandar bertitah
ihak berkuasa hendaklah me-
lakukan siasatan secara me-
nyeluruh terhadap insiden itu
sekali gus menggesa semua

pihak berkuasa
kerajaan untuk
segera menangkap
dan  menghukum
pelakunya.

Pada masa
sama, Sultan Ibra-
him  melahirkan
penghargaan ter-
hadap pasukan
perubatan  yang

san orang termasuk
murid serta pelajar
sekolah terpaksa dike-
jarkan ke hospital bagi
mendapatkan rawatan
susulan. - Malah ada
yang bertarung nyawa
dalam ICU!

“Saya berasa amat
sedih apabila melihat

ai yang merana

Tam:
bertungkus-lumus ~SULTANIBRAHIM akibat tindakan mere-

memberikan rawa-
tan kepada mereka yang dima-
sukkan ke Hospital Sultan Ismail
(HS) di sini:

“Disebabkan perbuatan pihak
tidak bertanggungjawab, ratu-

ka yang tidak berperi-
kemanusiaan. Bukan sahaja
kanak-kanak tetapi juga orang
dewasa yang hanya melakukan
tugas seperti pemandu ambu-
lans, pekerja kantin sekolah.

kesal

“Ini adalah rakyat saya dan
saya tidak akan membenarkan
perkara ini melarat,” titah ba-
ginda menerusi Facebook Sul-
tan Ibrahim Sultan Iskandar di
sini hari ini.

Baginda bertitah menasihat-
kan orang ramai khususnya p
duduk di sekitar kawasan kejadi-
an supaya sentiasa berhati-hati
dan segera mendapatkan rawa-
tan jika berasa kurang sihat.

Titah Sultan Ibrahim, sekolah
juga tidak harus dibuka selagi
keadaan tidak benar-benar sela-
‘matuntuk pelajar dan guru, pada
masa sama, kurangkan seberapa
banyak pergerakan di luar.

469 mangsa pencemaran toksik setakat ini

PASIR GUDANG 12 Mac - Situa-
si pencemaran bahan toksik di
Sungai Kim Kim di sini sejak
Khamis lalu bertambah buruk
apabila gelombang kedua me-
landa sekali gus meningkatkan
jumlah mangsa.

Seramai 260 mangsa terbaha-
ru setakat ini melibatkan pelajar
Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan
(SMK) Tanjung Puteri Resort, Se-
kolah Kebangsaan (SK) Tanjung
Puteri Resort dan orang awam.

Mereka mendapat rawatan
awal di Dewan Serbaguna Ta-
man Pasir Putih di sini sejak
pukul 10 pagi dan bagi kes yang
kritikal dirujuk ke Hospital Sul-
tan Ismail (HSF) di Johor Bahru.

an Utusan Malaysia di

dewan itu meudapau situasi ce-

, panik serta kelam-kabut dan

kira-kira 100 anggota bomba, po-

Iis, petugas perubatan dan guru
memberi bantuan kecemasan.

Mangsa sebelum itu peng-
san, muntah serta pening kepala
sekali gus menjadikan bilangan
terkini mangsa pencemaran tok-
sik sejak Khamis lalu berjumlah
469 orang keseluruhannya..

Seorang ibu kepada pelajar
yang pengsan, Zuraidah Sibok,

Wwwkpﬂhmhm‘

hmpa
Sungai Kim Kim di Dewan Serbaguna Taman Pasir Putih. Pasir Gudang. Johor,

45, berkata, anaknya merupa-
kan pelajar pertama dari sekolah
tersebut yang dihantar untuk
menerima rawatan kecemasan.

“Rumah saya berdekatan se-
kolah dan saya sejak pagi tadi
tidak sedap hati kerana bunyi
ambulans kerap lalu depan ru-
mah menuju ke sekolah.

“Apabila suami saya ke se-
kolah, dimaklumkan anak saya,
Nurulmaizura Azimah Mansor,
14, dihantar ke dewan serbaguna
itu untuk rawatan kecemasan,”
katanya ketika ditemui pembe-
tita di dewan tersebut hari i

Seorang lagi ibu mangsa, Nora-
tikah Daud, 47, berkata, anaknya,

‘mangsa menerima rawatan awal akibat pencemaran bahan kimia dari
. semalam.

Affza Balqus Ahmad Sahrel, 14,
it pengsan semasa di sekolah.
“Apabila suami saya ke se-
kolah anak saya sudah tidak ada
di sana, kemudian apabila ke de-
wan serbaguna juga tidak ada,
saya tidak tahu di mana anak
saya berada atau di mana dia
dirawat,” katanya.

Jawatankuasa Pengurusan Bencana Negeri diaktifkan

JOHOR BAHRU 12 Mac - Kera-
jaan negeri hari ini melalui
Jawatankuasa Pengurusan Ben-
cana Negeri mengaktifkan jawa-
tankuasa kerja bagi menangani
kejadian pembuangan sisa ba-
han kimia di Sungai Kim Kim di
Pasir Gudang.

Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Ke-
sihatan, Alam Sekitar dan Per-
tanian negeri, Dr. Sahruddin Ja-
mal berkata, tujuan pengaktifan
jawatankuasa kerja itu adalah
untuk menyelaraskan dan me-
mantau kejadian tumpahan ba-

han toksik yang berlaku.
“Mesyuarat Pengaktifan Ja-
watankuasa ‘Kerja ini telah di-
adakan pada hari ini dan me
tuskan beberapa perkara iaitu
bersetuju melantik kontraktor
yang dilesenkan oleh Jabatan
Alam Sekitar (JAS) bagi kerja-
kerja pembersihan di Sungai
Kim Kim sepanjang 1.5 kilo-
meter.
“Ini akan di selaraskan oleh
pihak Jabatan Pengairan dan
Saliran (JPS) dan JAS negeri. Ini
adalah lanjutan daripada kerja-

kerja pembersihan yang dilaku-
kan pada 7 dan 8 Mac lalu,” k:
tanya dalam satu kenyataan di
sini hari ini.

Sehubungan itu, Kkatanya,
orang awam dinasihatkan su-
paya tidak memasuki kawasan
di lokasi tempat Kkerja-kerja
pembersihan yang akan dilak-
sanakan.

Katanya, menerusi mesyuar-
at juga bersetuju supaya Jabatan
Pendidikan Negeri Johor dan
Jabatan Pendidikan Agama Ne-
geri Johor untuk menutup 13 se-

kolah sehingga satu tarikh yang
akan di tetapkan.

Ditutup mulai esok ialah Se-
kolah Kebangsaan (SK) Taman
Pasir Putih; Sekolah Menengah
Kebangsaan (SMK) Taman Pa-
sir Putih; SK Tanjung Puteri
Resort; SMK Tanjung Puteri
Resort; SK Kota Masai 2; SMK
Kota Masai 2; SK Kota Masai
SMK Kota Masaxz SK Kota Ma-
sai; SK Perigi ‘Acheh; Sekolah
Agama Kampung Pasir Putih
dan Sekolah Agama Taman Pa-
sir Putih.
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Duakilang
ditutup
serta-merta

JOHORBAHRU 12Mac-
Duabuah kilang yang.
diperiksa Jabatan Alam
Sekitar (JAS) negeri dan
pihak berkuasa di sini

dan sebuah lagi di Kulai
sudah diarahkan ditutup
serta-merta.

Pengerusi
Jawatankuasa Kesihatan,
Alam Sekitar dan
Pertanian negeri, Dr.
Sahruddin Jamal berkata,
sebuah kilang mem-
proses barangan lusuh
di

DR.SAHRUDDIN

“Penutupan kedua-
dua kilang tersebut =
adalah untuk sementara
sehingga siasatan
selesai,” katanya ketika
dihubungi Utusan
Malaysia di sini hari

Semalam, tiga
lelaki terdiri daripada
dua pemilik kilang.
dan seorang pekerja
ditahan selepas disyaki
terlibat dengan insiden
pembuangan bahan
kimia di Sungai Kim
Kim pada Khamis lalu.
Ketiga-tiga suspek
berusia antara 40-an
hingga 50-an itu ditahan
dalam dua serbuan
berasingan di Kulai dan
di Taman Pasir Putih di
sini.

Sementara itu,
Pengarah JAS negeri,
Datuk Dr. Mohammad
Ezzani Mat Salleh
berkata, pihaknya sudah
selesai mengambil dan
merekodkan keterangan
daripada tiga suspek
yang disyakiterlibat
dalam kes pembuangan
sisa kimia di Sungai Sim -
Sim. 2

Mohammad Ezzani
berkata, ketiga-tiga
suspek yang ditahan
petang kelmarin dan
tengah hari semalam
masing-masing berusia
antara 40 hingga 50
tahun.

“Hari ini kita telah
selesai mengambil dan
merekodkan keterangan
ketiga-tiga suspel
Suspek terdiri daripa
pemilik sebuah kllang
kimia, kilang barang
Tusuh dan pekerjanya,”

atanya.
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Sultan Johor murka, mahu tindakan tegas terhadap pihak terbabit

JOHOR BAHRU - Sultan
Johor Sultan Ibrahim Al-
marhum Sultan Iskandar
murka dan mahu pihak

ngan insiden itu bertitah,
pihak berkuasa perlu me-
lakukan S

‘menyeluruh

bertungkus-lumus ~ mem-
berikan rawatan kepada
mereka yang dimasukkan
k}e Hospital Sultan Ismail

dapatkan rawatan susulan.
Malah ada yang bertarung
nyawa dalam ICU.

“Ini adalah rakyat saya
dan saya tidak akan mem-

berkuasa mengambil tinda-

kan terhadap mereka yang
terlibat dalam kes pem-
bu'mg'\n sisa kimia di Sur
gai Kim Kim dekat Pasir
Gudang, Khamis lalu.
Baginda yang kesal de-

S
SULTAN IBRAHIM

mengambil tindakan ke atas
mereka yang bertanggung-
Jawab.

Sultan Johor dalam masa
yang sama melahirkan
penghargaan terhadap pa-

~sukan  perubatan yang

“Disebabkan  perbuatan

pihak yang tidak bertang-
gungjawab, ratusan orang
.termasuk murid serta pela-
Jjar sekolah terpaksa dike-
Jarkan ke hospital bagi men-

benarkan perkara ini me-
larat.  Saya  menggesa
semua pihak berkuasa kera-
Jaan segera menangkap dan
menghukum  pelakunya,”
titah baginda dalam ke-

nyataan yang dikeluarkan
menerusi Facebook rasmi
baginda di sini semalam.
Sultan Ibrahim turut me-
nasihati orang ramai khu-
susnya penduduk di sekitar
san kejadian supaya
berhati-hati dan
segera mendapatkan rawa-
tan jika berasa kurang
sihat. - Bernama

Susulan 260 mangsa mengadu sesak nafas, muntah akibat hidu gas metana

13 buah sekolah diarah tutup

Oleh SHARKAWI LONDING

ASIR GUDANG -
Pekarangan = Dewan

Komuniti Taman Pa-
Putih di sini semalam
dlpenuhl ibu bapa pelajar
Sekolah Kebangsaan (SK)
dan Sekolah Menengah
bangsaan (SMK) Tan-
jung Puteri Resort bagi
mengetahui keadaan anak
masing-masing.
ifahamkan, ‘murid di
dua buah sekolah berke-
naan mempunyai simptom
sesak nafas dan mun(ah
iaitu sama_seperti pel
di dua sekolah yang terjejas
berikutan pembuangan sisa
toksik ke Sungai Kim K
Pengerusi Jawatankua-
sa Kesihatan, Alam Seki-
tar dan Pertanian neg-
eri, Dr. Sahruddin Jamal

berkata, seramai 260 man-

SUASANA sesak dan kelam-kabut di Dewan Serbaguna Taman Pasir Putih, Pasir Gudang semalam
yang menjadi tempat mangsa menerima rawatan awal akibat pencemaran bahan kimia di Sungai

Kim Kint.’

gsa termasuk pelajar dua
buah sekolah berkenaan
dan orang awam menda-
pat rawatan awal selepas
terkena simptom pence-
maran bahan kimia.

Katany'\, (hm)ada jum-
lah itu, seramai 102 ter-
diri daripada pelajar SMK

Tanjung Puteri Resort
manakala 56 merupakan
murid sekolah rendah ser-

ta 102 orang awam.

“Hari ini (semalam) kita
sekali lagi berdepan situ-
asi cemas apabila pelajar
duabuah sekolah berdeka-
tan dengan dua buah se-

0 sakit dada hidu gas metana |
@

KERATAN Kosmo! 8 Mac 2019.

kolah sebelum ini turut
terkena simptom seperti
loya, muntah serta pening
kepala,

“Seramai lapan murid
SK Tanjung Puteri Resort
dikejarkan ke Hospital
Sultan Ismail (HSI) dekat
sini untuk rawatan lanjut,”
katanya ketika ditemui di
sini semalam.

Tambahnya, sebanyak
13 buah sekolah diar:
ditutup sementara susu-
lan kejadian pembuangan

sa bahan kimia ke dalam

ungai Kim Kim.

“Penutupan _itu  meli-
batkan SMK  Pasir Putih,
SMK Tanjung Puteri Re-
sort, SMK Kota Masai dan
SMK Kota Masai 2.

“Sekolah rendah pula
SK Taman Pasir Putih, SK
Pasir Putih, SK Tanjung
Puteri Resort, SK Kota
Masai 2, SK Kota Masai
3, SK Kota Masai dan SK
Perigi Acheh manakala
Sekolah Agama Kampung
Pasir Putih serta Sekolah
Agama Taman Pasir Putih,

Kosmo!  semalam  me-
laporkan, seramai 61 pela-
jar SMK Pasir Putih dan
SK ' Taman Pasir Putih
dikejarkan ke HSI se-
lepas mengadu mengalami
simptom yang sama se-
lepas sekolah itu dibuka
sejurus ditutup = selama
dua hari iaitu Khamis dan
Ahad lalu.
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HARIAN METRO

setempat

8¢ ejadian berlaku
K sebelum waktu
rehat apabila

empat murid tiba-tiba me.
ngalami sesak naas, loya dan

Sekolah Kebangsaan 13}\)
Tanjung Puteri Resort, Mohd
Asri Abdul Kadir.

Dalam kejadian kira-kira
jam 10 pagi itu, empat murid
sekolah berkenaan terpaksa

ikejarkan ke bilik rawatan
sekolah selepas mengalami

_ simptom keracunan
dxpma i terhidu gas kimia
dar igai Kim Kim di sini.

Dnahamm SK Tanjung
Puteri Resort terletak
kira-kira tiga kilometer dari

Kim Kim.
Mohd Asi berkata,
gelombang ketiga
pencemaran itu dihadapi
seramai 857 murid sekolah
apabila terhidu bau
pencemaran akibat dibawa
emalam

p(,mbqalaran berjalan seperti
biasa dan tiada tanda murid
terhidu gas kimia sejak
Kejadian itu berlaku enam hari
lalu, murid dan pengurusan

cemas bermula 9.45 pag
apabila empat murid loya,
muntah dan penin; kman'n
ketika ditemui di sekolah
semalam.

Menurutnya, dia terpaksa
mengambil langkah utama
dan mengarahkan semua
murid berkumpul di kawasan
lapang bagi memastikan
keselamatan terjamin sejurus
selepas empat murid
mendapatkan rawatan.

a arahkan semua murid
dan pengurusan sekolah
termasuk guru
turun di dataran pcr}umpumn
bagi memudahkan tindakan
susulan dilakukan.

Tidak lama kemudian
bilangan murid yang
mengalami tanda pemng loya
dan muntah bertaml

"belum dlkelarkanke De\vzn
Komuniti Taman Pasir Putih

kolah Menengah Pasir Putih  di sini, untuk mendapatkan

dan 3.2 kilometer dari Sungai

SK Tanjung Put
Resort

rawatan,” katanya.

Menurutnya, murid
sekolah itu silih berganti
dikejarkan ke dewan dengan
menaiki ambulans bermula
jam 10 pagi hingga 11.30 pagi
bagi mendapatkan rawatan
susulan.

“Pada masa sama, pegawai
Jabatan Alam Sekitar (JAS)
datang untuk melihat kualiti
udara, namun tahap bacaan

sifar, selain mengesahkan ia
berpunca daripada angin.
1ggota balai bomba dan
elamat mengarahkan
penumpan sekolah dan
arahkan

kakitangan
dan murid pulang ke rumah
pada 1115 pagi.” kata

selain guru- gum turut
menghantar murid orang Asl
dari Teluk Kabung pulang ke
rumah pada 12 tengah hari.

Sementara itu, tinjauan
di Dewan Komuniti Taman
Pasir Putih mendapati
petugas kesihatan membantu
memberikan rawatan kepada
kira-kira 100 murid sekolah
terbabit.

Murid yang mengalami
tanda sesak nafas dan
muntah diberikan rawatan
termasuk diberikan alat

KETIG

Kesihatan 857 murid
terjejas akibat terhidu

bau pencemaran

bantuan pernafasan sebelum S

dikejarkan ke Hospital Sultan
Ismail (HSD).

Situasi menjadi agak kelam
Kabut apabila ibu bapa turut
hadir melihat keadaan anak
masing-masing yang dirawat
di dewan itu.

ﬁcAmmmwmmmmm-
kerocunan di SK Tanjung Puteri Resort.

dibawa angin kuat

260 terpaksa
dapatkan rawatan-

Pasir Gudang:  berkata, mangsa terbaru
Seramai 260 in- pencemaran gas Kimia
vidu termasuk. dari Sungai Kim Kim itu
pelajar membabitkan pelajar
di dua sekolah terpaksa Sekolah Menengah
mendapatkan rawatan Kebangsaan (SMK)
di Dewan Komuniti Ta Tanjung Puteri Resort dan
man Pasir Putih di sini, Sekolah Rendah (SK)
semalam mengalami se- ‘Tanjung Puteri Resort.
sak nafas, karang ini sebanyz
pening, loya dan muntah. 260 orang menerima
Pengerusi rawatan akibat
Jawatankuasa Kesihatan;  pencemaran hari ini
Alam Sekitar dan “Ia membabitkan
Pertanian nege mangsa dari SMK
Dr Sahruddin lamal Tanjung Puteri Resort dan
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